| ; .
Ua%_mﬂ ng e
FLAG PROPERLY
Because the U.S. Flag is the symbol of our country, it
should always be displayed in the most prominent, most

honored position. No other flag should ever appear more
important.

A. On a Wall: When the flag is displayed on a wall, ic
should be displayed with the union uppermost and to
the observer’s left.

B. In Multi-National Flag Displays: In the United
States, the U.S. Flag is to be displayed firsst—to "its
own right"—followed by the flags of all other coun-
tries (at equal height and in alphabetical order) to the
left (observers right) of the U.S. Flag,

C. Among Subordinate Flags: When the U.S. Flag is
among a group of subordinate flags, the US. Flag
should be at the center and the highest point—the

position of prominence.

D. Displayed From a Staff: When displayed from a staff,
the flag should hold the position of superior promi-
nence, in advance of the audience, and to the speaker’s
tight (facing the audience). If other flags are also dis-
played, they should be displayed to the speaker’s left.

E. On a Pole: When several flags are flown from the same
pole, the U.S. Flag should always be at the top—except
during church services by naval chaplains at sea when
the church pennant may be flown above the U.S. Flag
on the ship’s mast.

F. On a Lapel: When the flag is displayed as a lapel pin,
it should be worn on the left lapel—near the heart.

Among Peers: When flags from two or more nations
are displayed, the flag code forbids the display of any
naton’s flag in a position superior to another in time of
peace. Therefore, each flag should be of approximately
equal size and flown at the same height.

The United Nations Headquarters Building in New York City,
where the U.N. Flag holds the most prominent posidon, is the
only U.S. locaton exempr from this provision.

rormarOccasions

Parades and Reviews: In parades or reviews, at the moment
the flag passes, non-uniformed persons should stand
at attention facing the flag with their right hands over
their hearts. Persons in uniform and veterans should

face the flag and render the military salure.

Processions: In processions, the flag should be to the right
of the marchers. When other flags are included, the U.S.
Flag should be centered in front of the others or carried
to their right.

Memorials, Burials, and Funerals: During these services,
the flag should lay over the casket with the blue field cov-
ering the head and left shoulder. The flag must not be
lowered into the grave or allowed to touch the ground at
any dme.

National antrem

The “Star Spangled Banner” was written in 1814 by
Francis Scott Key and declared the national anthem in
1931. When the anthem is played or sung, citizens should
stand and face the flag to show their respect for the United
States. A noo-uniformed person wearing a hat must remove
it with the right hand and hold it against the left shoulder,
right hand resting over the heart. Those in uniform and

veterans should stand ar attention and salute the flag. (Note:

If tlag is not displayed, face the music instead.)

Pledge or Allegiance

1 pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,
and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

‘Whenever the Pledge of Allegiance is recited, non-unifor-
med persons should stand at attention facing the flag
with their right hands over their hearts. Persons in uniform
and vererans should remain silent, face the flag and render
the milirary salute.

Folding e rac

To properly fold the U.S. Flag, follow these steps:

1. Two people face each other, each holding one end of the
flag. Stretch it horizontally at waist height and fold in half

lengthwise.
2. Fold the flag in half lengthwise again; the union (blue
field) should be on the outside with edges held together.

3. One person holds the flag by the
union while the -
other starts at
the  opposite
end by making a
triangular fold.

4. Continue  to
fold in triangles
untl the flag
resembles a cocked
hat with only the
blue field showing.
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E%Ema HALF-STAFF

Flying the U.S. Flag at half-staff, or on a ship ac half-
mast, is an honored tradition which signifies that the
nation is in mourning due to the death of a prominent
citizen. In 1976, when the flag code was amended,
changes were incorporated concerning whose death
meets the criteria befitting a half-staff display. These
changes make it difficult to define the half-staff criteria

clearly and concisely.

However, generally speaking, the flag code dictates that
the U.S. Flag be flown at half-staff only upon the death
of principal figures of the U.S. government and the gov-
ermor of a state, territory, or possession, as a mark of
respect to their memory. (Note: For specific information
concerning the limited additions to this general provi-
sion, please refer to the flag code.)

When desiring to honor someone who has died but for
whom a half-staff display is not appropriate, National
Flag Foundation recommends adhering to the flag code
by lowering private flags to half-staff (e.g., corporate, fra-
ternal, military; etc.). This substtution of flags preserves
the integrity of the “nadon in mourning” distinction
while allowing appropriate mourning for the deceased.
To position the flag at half-staff, first hoist the flag to the
peak of the staff for an instant before lowering it to the
halEstaff position — roughly halfway between the top
and bottom of the staff. Before lowering it for the day,
raise the flag again to the peak for an instant.
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| FLAG HOLIDAYS

.v The fiag shouid be displayed from sunrise to sunset on
| all days, bt mmumn\msg the foliowing national and
| 'state holidays:
NEW YEAR'S DAY, January 1
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY, third Monday in January
INAUGURATION DAY, January 20
_ LINCOLN'S BIRTHDAY, Fetruary 12
_ WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY, third Monday in February
EASTER SUNDAY, (variable)
" MOTHER'S DAY, secand Sunday in May
_ PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY, May 15
ARMED FORCES DAY, third Saturday in May
MEMORIAL DAY, the last Monday in May (half-staff until noon)
FLAG DAY, June 14
FATHER'S DAY, third Sunday in June
INDEPENDENCE DAY, July 4
KOREAN WAR VETERANS DAY, July 27
LABOR DAY, first Monday in September
PATRIOT DAY, September 11 (half staff)
CONSTITUTION DAY, September 17
GOLD STAR MOTHER'S DAY, last Sunday in September

FIRE FIGHTERS MEMORIAL DAY, the Sunday before or
on October 9th

COLUMBUS DAY, second Monday in October
NAVY DAY, October 27

VETERAN'S DAY, November 11

THANKSGIVING DAY, fourth Thursday in November

PEARL HARBOR REMEMBRANCE DAY, December 7
(half staff All Day)

CHRISTMAS DAY, December 25
STATE BIRTHDAYS AND HOLIDAYS
ALL ELECTION DAYS

(and other days that may be prociaimed by the
President of the U.S. or the Governor of a state)
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HOW TO HONOR & DISPLAY IT

The Essential

Poster/Guide

for Proper Care

and Treatment

of the United
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" SHOWN TO THE FLAG OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.”

— U.S. FLAG CODE

T —————

“THE FLAG STANDS FOR ALL
THAT WE HOLD DEAR —
FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY,

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE,
BY THE PEOPLE, AND FOR
THE PEOPLE.”

— HENRY CABOT LODGE, 1915
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The United States: Flag Code, first adopued in
1923, and later amended, prescribes flag euquette

for a vanety of circumstances ensuring thar our
national symbel is treared properdy.

This handbook reflects National Flag
Foundations explanation of the U.S. Flag Code in
laymans language. NFF has not endeavored ©
restate the flag code, but rather to explain it in
understandable terms. This handbook is an
authoritadve guide conraining up-to-date recom-
mendadons for displaying, honoring and caring
for the Flag of the United States of America.

Readers should always emember chat the flag
code is designed for “the use of such civilian
groups or organizations as may not be required
o conform rto regulations promulgated by one
or more executive departmenss [of the U.S.

Government.]”

Thus, the flag code does not contain any penaldes
or enforcement provisions for noncompliance.
Quite simply, it is 2 guide for civilians and civilian
groups who wish to properly honor the United
Stares of America’s principal emblemn.

It should also be noted that each military branch
has its own flag ode; therefore, on maters
concerning military flag etiquerte, we recommend
that you consult the specific branch code.




