
Tipton County Council Meeting 

2/16/2016   

Present: Jim Powell, Beth Roach, Jim Ashley, Jennifer Richey, Helen Tragesser, Jim 

Leffler, Denny Henderson 

Others Present:  Bob Edinger, Roberta (Illegible), Theresa Vaughn, Lou Ann 

Millett, Shelby N. Hite, Meri Rivers, Curt Rivers, Mitchell Tinder, Brent Snow 

President Powell opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Additional Appropriations – Resolution CC2016-04 

ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION RESOLUTION CC2016-04 

Whereas, It has been determined that it is now necessary to appropriate more money than was 

appropriated in the annual budget; now, therefore: 

Sec. 1.  Be it resolved by the County Council of Tipton County, Tipton, Indiana; that for the expenses of 
the taxing units listed below; the following additional sums of money are hereby appropriated out of the 
funds named and for the purposes specified, subject to laws governing the same: 

Fund Name:                    Requested   Approved 
Major Budget Classification:   Amount 

1000 General 

0005 Sheriff 

30102 Contractual Service      $789.00       $789.00 

Total for 30000 Other Services & Charges               $789.00       $789.00 

44302 Motor Vehicle                                             $16,000.00  $16,000.00 

Total for 40000 Capital Outlays             $16,000.00  $16,000.00 

Total for Fund               $16,789.00  $16,789.00 

Adopted and dated this 16th day of February, 2016 

TIPTON COUNTY COUNCIL 
_____________________________  ____________________________________ 
James L. Powell, President      Dennis Henderson, Vice President 
________________________   ____________________________________ 
Helen Tragesser     James F. Leffler 
_____________________________  ____________________________________ 
Beth Roach     James D. Ashley 
      Attest: 
_____________________________  ____________________________________ 
Jennifer Richey     Gregg A. Townsend, Secretary  and County Auditor 

 



President Powell opened the public hearing for Additional Appropriations.         

The requests are to restore the appropriation into Contractual Services for Leads 

on Line for the City of Tipton’s reimbursement of one half of the cost, and Motor 

Vehicle appropriation is for the sale of a police vehicle in 2015 to be used to 

purchase a new vehicle in 2016.     There was no public comment.                                                                                     

Motion by Councilman Henderson to close the public hearing. Second by 

Councilman Leffler.  Motion carries.                                                                           

Motion by Councilman Leffler to approve Resolution CC2016-04.  Second by 

Councilwoman Tragesser.  Motion carries. 

Love’s                                                                                                                        

Councilman Leffler asked how Love’s could be reimbursed if they paid for a 

roundabout on SR 28.  Councilwoman Roach stated that the Redevelopment 

Commission had created an ERA and two TIF’s and are waiting on work to be 

done by Ice Miller and Umbaugh, regarding the area’s  development. 

Letter from Tipton County Board of Commissioners President Joe VanBibber      

President Powell read into the record the following letter from Joe VanBibber, 

President of the Tipton County Board of Commissioners to the Tipton County 

Council President, James Powell: 

Mr. Jim Powell Feb. 12.2016 
President 
Tipton County Council 
I have received a copy of a grievance that has been filed against the Tipton County Attorney, Mr. 
Mark Regnier. As you are aware Mr. Regnier is under contract to the Tipton County Commissioners 
and I find it compelling to make you aware of this action. The grievance was made to the disciplinary 
commission of the Indiana Supreme Court (the governing body for attorney conduct in the State of 
Indiana) regarding the transfer of ownership of the Tipton West Utility. Although the disciplinary 
commission found the grievance to be without merit, I think it is important to recognize that the 
grievance was filed by a Tipton County Councilperson. A copy of the grievance and the action of the 
Disciplinary Commission is attached. It is clear in the text of the grievance that the person making 
the complaint represented himself as a "County Council Representative in Tipton County" as stated in 
the complaint, and not as a private citizen. I have to assume that the Councilperson acted alone and 
not as a representative of the entire Council, since there is no local record of the action, however, I 
do not have first hand knowledge of who, if anyone the Councilperson represents. It is my 
understanding that the Councilperson made the complaint as a Tipton County Councilperson without 
the knowledge of other Council members. If this is true, I find this a reprehensible act that the 
County Council President should be made aware of. If the Council member did make the charge 
representing the entire Tipton Council, then there should be some record of that action. I have no 
personal recollection nor can I find any record of this action in past meeting minutes. Also in the 
grievance the complainant charges the Tipton County Attorney, the Tipton City Attorney and "an 
attorney from IceMiller" and the County Commissioners with collusion in regard to preparing the 



utility transfer agreement. Collusion is a serious accusation that I find repulsive and absurd. 
I do not write this to drive a wedge between the Commissioners and the County Council, My only 
motive is to provide clear and concise communications between the two bodies. 
Joe VanBibber 
President 
Tipton County Commissioners 
CC: 
Commissioner Mike Cline 
Commissioner Gerald Shuck 

Minutes for January 19, 2016                                                                                      

Motion by Councilman Leffler to approve minutes for Janaury 19, 2016.  Second 

by Councilwoman Roach.  Motion carries. 

Public Comments                                                                                                              

The County Council entertained comments from the public.  

Motion by Councilman Henderson to adjourn the meeting.  Second by 

Councilwoman Roach.  Motion carries.  

These minutes are approved this 15th day of March,  2016 

________________________________                                                                                                                                     

James L. Powell, President  

________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Dennis Henderson, Vice President 

________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Beth Roach, member    

________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

James F. Leffler, member 

________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

James D. Ashley, member 

________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Helen Tragesser, member 

________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Jennifer Richey, member 



Attest: 

______________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Gregg A. Townsend, Tipton County Auditor                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Secretary to the Tipton County Council 

Respectfully submitted by Gregg A. Townsend 


