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Upcoming Opportunities
· Tipton Main Street Association is always looking for new volunteers and members, contact the TCEDO to see how you can get involved!
· The TCEDO is always partnering to find ways to improve our community, if you are interested in donating time or money to certain projects, please contact us today!

Important Announcement
Coder Dojo has kicked off at the Boys and Girls Club!  Students at the Club are learning to computer program and code using industry standard methods and programs. This was made possible through a grant awarded to the TCEDO by TechPoint and by collaboration from the Club and its staff.
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	Community of Tipton, 
[image: ]         I am pleased to start the first newsletter for the TCEDO.  It has been the goal of this organization since I took the position of executive director to better engage with our community and keep them informed of events and news around Tipton.  We have also held quarterly community discussion meetings, which is a chance for the community to ask questions about economic and community development.  This initial newsletter will serve as a basis for future publications; a way to inform the community, highlight what the TCEDO is working on, and seek to connect the community with the resources it needs.   As always, my office is always open and I encourage anyone and everyone to engage, get involved, and Love Tipton. 
                                                                              Sincerely, 

                                                                          Nathan M. Kring
                                                                          Executive Director

	

	

	

	

	


Workforce Update – Since April, the TCEDO has partnered in two separate workforce grants: the Incumbent Indiana WF Grant and America’s Promise WF Grant.   “Grants like this are integral in improving quality of life.  I am proud to be the President of the North Central Indiana Economic Development Partnership, one of the key players in these grants,” commented Kring.  Tipton County will receive well over $600,000 in training and skill building for its employees.  Improved skills and education translate to better wages and income, which mean a stronger community.  There are still slots for industrial maintenance and CNC machining for incumbent workers.  Interested employers should contact the TCEDO.  Details of the available training from the America’s Promise Grant will be announced in January. 
More Important News[image: http://journalgazette.net/assets/13342718/15642710.jpg]

In the Community
With the weather turning cold, “Love Tipton” is on hold until spring.  However, the T-shirts are still for sale! $10 for any size.  If you want to be involved in the next “Love Tipton” event, notify the director to be added to the email list. [image: ]
[image: Image may contain: 1 person]



TCEDO & Education
Tipton County Schools gain National Attention
The Tipton Inventors, a team of ten students from both schools, competed in the First Lego League Competition in November.  This was the county’s first collaborative robotics team as students worked together to design, construct, and program a robot to address a modern day problem.  The team would meet at FCA-Tipton for practice, which provided the students access to all of the tools they needed for success including interactions with FCA employees and engineers.  The story of the Tipton Inventors was originally ran by the Kokomo Tribune, however, it was eventually picked up by the Associated Press. That’s right, there were reading about Tipton, Indiana coast to coast!  This initiative was made possible through the TCEDO, Tipton County Economic Development Foundation, FCA, both school corporations, the Tipton County Commissioners, and Black Frog Designs.  The TCEDO hopes to expand to two teams and twenty students next year.  If you are interested in coaching, getting involved, or simply donating please get in touch with us today!
Tipton hosts National Manufacturing Day and local Industry Day
	In an effort to better connect our schools and students with local industry and employers, the TCEDO completed the county’s first “Industry Day.”  Educators and administrators from both school corporations took a day to tour several facilities within our community, including Beck’s, Integrity, Park 100 Foods, Mid-States Engineering, and FCA.  Facilitated by the TCEDO, the goal of the initiative was to help our schools gain a better understanding of the employers in our area and the skills they need to succeed in those industries.   
[image: https://scontent.ford1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/t31.0-8/14589886_1759942517589442_1181709780229712199_o.jpg]	National Manufacturing Day, facilitated by Ivy Tech, was an opportunity for local high school students to change their perceptions about advanced manufacturing.  Bottcher hosted Hamilton Heights students and Mid-States Engineering hosted Tri-Central and Tipton students before all students were able to tour the new Ivy Tech Corporate College.  “I had no idea the amazing things going in Tipton.  From robotics to computer technology, there are some high level jobs right here in our backyard,” commented KJ Roudebush, a sophomore at Tipton High School. 
Both of these initiatives are just some of the ways the TCEDO is placing education and community development at the center of economic development.
Pictured: Students from Tipton High School tour Ivy Tech. 
[image: https://scontent.ford1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/v/t1.0-0/p240x240/14938229_1773892842861076_4761216102503944422_n.jpg?oh=7112df1d9fa118c8a8844dd9d927a082&oe=58EBC61E]Diana Theater Renovations                            
	Tipton has received its first ever non-workforce grant from the Office
of Community and Rural Affairs.  The grant, completed by the TCEDO for the 
Tipton Main Street, will include approximately $50,000 of improvements to the 
Marqee, restoration of the east wall, and a new mural to be put on that wall. The
To date, the east wall has been completely restored as Cohee Construction has 
prepped and washed the surface, fixed all of the bad mortaring and cracks, as well as
replaced several bricks.  The mural will go up by April 30th, during which time there 
will be an opportunity for the community to engage with the community in “street art 
and graffiti.” Keep your eyes open in the spring for more news on that!
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Small Business Corner
[image: http://www.isbdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Lita-Rouser.jpg][image: SBA][image: ]Did you know that the TCEDO has partnered with the Indiana Small Business Development Center (ISBDC) and Flagship Enterprise to help facilitate small business growth in Tipton County?  This section will be reserved in future newsletter for updates from our partners.  Every third Wednesday of the month the ISBDC’s regional representative, Lita Rouser, sets up a satellite office at the TCEDO to assist small businesses and startups with consulting, business planning, and marketing data.  Flagship Enterprise is the nation’s 2nd largest SBA lender and has chosen to make Tipton a prime community!  If you want to start your own business, or need help with your existing one, let’s get you connected to the right resources!  
                                                                                                              Lita Rouser                    
									    lrouser@isbdc.org
									    (765) 496-6491
									   
Meet the TCEDO Board of Directors 
Harry Diamond – President
Kevin Stouder – Vice President
Jim Purvis – Co-Chair of the Community Development Task Force & Treasurer
Alan Krabbenhoft – Education Task Force Advisor
Lori Hioback – Chair of Business Retention and Expansion
Linda Baird – Chair of the Educational Task Force
Jeff Rodibaugh – Chair of the Agribusiness and Transportation Task Force
Mike Harlowe – Chair of the Governance Task Force
Ron Warren – Chair of the Industrial Task Force
Nathan Kring – Executive Director
Coming Soon! – Community Development Officer
From the Staff and Board of the TCEDO, we are excited about the future of the community.  We welcome input and volunteers from the community about ways we can add value to our organization.  Please let us know how if you are interested in one of the Task Forces listed above!
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
	
	
	

	Be sure to check us out on Facebook!   [image: ]
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