Synopsis of:
Tipton County Drainage Board: Monday, August 22, 2016 at 12:30 p.m

MEMBERS PRESENT: George Tebbe, Mike Cline, Gerald Shuck, Joe VanBibber, Wyatt Johnson, Jason Henderson, and Heather Terry. 
OTHERS PRESENT:
Bob Edinger, Jim Leffler, Morris Stillabower, Jerry Harlow, Vicky Boyd, Nellie Roe, Emily Newcom
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: President George Tebbe called the meeting to order.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Secretary Heather Terry presented the minutes from the July 25, 2016 meeting. Mike Cline made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Gerald Shuck 2nd that motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS:  President George Tebbe asked about some work being done at 500 South & 500 West.  Jason stated it is a private project, not a county job. 

OLD BUSINESS:   Glass Metlin:  Jason presented video from Fluid Waste that was taken recently. Jason and George were both onsite. It showed that the south end is broken, collapsed, or failing.  George stated the south is just as bad as the north.  There was discussion about options and timing on both sides of SR 28.  The board agrees the new work should start at the current open portion. It appeared that the bottom of the pipe was eroded.  From Dixon to this tile outlet is opened up and clean.  If Findling’s would go along with opening up a section on their property to meet up with 28, that would be ideal; using a 24-inch pipe or possibly a 30-inch.  Surveyor Henderson will talk to the Findling’s about the board’s thoughts and plans.  George Tebbe would like a price for a 30-inch pipe in the estimating process.  Mike Cline asked how far the trees set off the tile. George Tebbe stated far enough and that some trees have been removed from above or at the tile.  Jason mentioned that Mr. Stillabower was at the last meeting asking about starting with a compromise of filling in approximately 120-feet of what is open on his property, installing new pipe. President Tebbe stated he is not opposed to working on the north side of SR 28 but he wants the south side done at the same time so the grade and drop are all working together.  Jason Henderson stated if it is possible to upsize to a 30-inch pipe on both sides it would be best.  Mike Cline agreed and stated it would certainly be beneficial.  George added he understands a larger pipe is expensive but it is better than doing additional work later. Morris Stillabower spoke to the board.  He stated his heat pump lines are open loop and that line is starting to fill in with silt.  He added if the tile is not replaced on his property that his heat lines will freeze this winter.  Mr. Stillabower also stated that if this is not done that he will take legal action, this is his last request.  He said an 18-inch tile on his property would suffice.  President Tebbe asked where his heat pump lines drain.  Morris stated they drain about fifty-feet from the north beehive structure. He added if this drain area remains open and gets shallow and frozen this winter than his heat pump discharge cannot push through due to the shallow fall.  So his final suggestion is for the board to vote today to put tile back in on his property so his heat pump can drain.  President Tebbe thanked Mr. Stillabower for his comments.  George stated he is okay with putting back approximately 150 feet but does not think it is appropriate to put the tile in clear to 28.  Mike Cline asked the probability of completing both sides of 28 before bad winter weather.  It is thought that could happen. Mike suggested talking to Findling’s first, and Jason will do survey work on Stillabower’s property to find the grade of the heat pump drains.  Joe VanBibber asked if the state would adjust their elevation to match the county’s grade.  Jason stated yes, he believes they would. Joe added that makes having both sides done together as one project even more important.   If this project is a reconstruction project than there has to be a public hearing, which requires thirty-day notice, and we will need new bids.  
SURVEYOR REPORT:  Jason stated he would like a meeting with George prior to sending out bid packets for the JM Bennett reconstruction.  George added he would also like to meet with contractors. Jason said the office has been approving work orders for beaver dam clearings, and regular bank clearing and tile maintenance.  
CLAIMS:  Secretary Heather Terry noted the claims docket included assessment claims to our neighboring counties. George asked if spraying had been done. Heather stated yes on several of the ditches, along with trash clean up.  Joe VanBibber made a motion to approve the claims for $70,857.62.  Mike Cline 2nd the motion. With no further discussion the motion passed. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Jason presented some pictures from Goldsmith along the Ditch from both the east and west sides of the ditch. The majority of the tree removal and clearing was on the residential side.  Jason met with Mrs. Roe, 7409 W 100 S, Goldsmith, about the project prior to work starting about trees that she wanted to keep.  He told Mrs. Roe that there is an easement but that he would suggest the contractor leave as many of the bigger trees that he could and would tell him about the trees she noted.  Mrs. Roe, along with Emily Newcom, 1040 S 725 W, Goldsmith, were both present.  Mrs. Roe was upset about trees that were removed that she specifically asked to keep.  Nellie Roe and Emily Newcom were both upset that they only received written notice from the Tipton County Surveyor’s Office 1 day prior to work starting.  They both stated that is not enough time for them to prepare nor to ask questions.  Jason reminded them that all work was done within the regulated easement.  Miss Newcom added she lost apple trees to this project that she used to make applesauce for her family.  In addition, Emily has a fence that sits at least 5-6 feet away from the top of the bank, well within the easement. She is happy it was not destroyed.  Mike Cline mentioned this is twice recently that the board has received complaints about the short notice from the surveyors office about work.  he stated public relations is important and it needs to be fixed.  There was discussion about the making sure written notices are received at least ten days prior to work beginning.  Gerald Shuck mentioned the contractor should be talking to residents.  He also added the possibility of a signature in some form by either the office or the contractor about projects.  Jason stated his written notices always include the contractors name and contact information. Jason told the board his office would work to improve the content of the letter, adding specific easement codes, and to ensure that work does not begin until written notices had been received in a fair amount of time. 
ADJOURNMENT: Mike Cline made motion to adjourn the meeting.  Wyatt Johnson 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned.
The next meeting will be Monday September 19, 2016 at 12:30pm in the Tipton County Courthouse. 
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