Synopsis of:
Tipton County Drainage Board: Monday, July 25, 2016 at 12:30 p.m

MEMBERS PRESENT: George Tebbe, Mike Cline, Gerald Shuck, Joe VanBibber, Wyatt Johnson, Jason Henderson, and Heather Terry. 
OTHERS PRESENT:
Ron Hull of DLZ, Donna & John Findling, Vicky Boyd, Morris Stillabower, Kip Bergman, Nick Kochenderfer, Craig Newcom

CALL MEETING TO ORDER: President George Tebbe called the meeting to order.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Secretary Heather Terry presented the minutes from the June 27, 2016 meeting. Joe VanBibber made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Mike Cline 2nd that motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed.
PUBLIC HEARING: Reclassification of Glass Metlin:  President Tebbe opened the public hearing.  The board was notified that a public hearing notice was published in the newspaper, and letters were mailed to landowners. Tipton County Surveyor Jason Henderson read his surveyors report and gave his recommendation and support to change the classification of the Glass Metlin drain from needing maintenance to in need of reconstruction.  Portions of this drain were opened for inspection. Jason stated part of the drain has failed. He noted the State of Indiana’s tile under SR 28 near 500 W is not sufficient in size to accommodate the amount water necessary.  President George Tebbe opened the floor for public comment; there was none. 
Mike Cline made a motion to close the public hearing for the Glass Metlin Regulated Drain.  Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion. With no further discussion, the motion passed.  
Joe VanBibber made a motion to support the written findings.  Wyatt Johnson 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the motion passed. 
NEW BUSINESS:  DLZ: Ron Hull from DLZ presented the board with drainage plans, along with a 75 page technical review, for the proposed jail site on West Jefferson Street. The plans were designed to the Big Cicero Creek drainage standards using .1 CFS per acres release for the 10 year flood and .3 CFS per acre release for the 100 year flood. The plans were sent to USI and approved.  There is an 18” pipe from the NE corner and goes N and then E.  There is more than enough capacity.  The plan contains two fore-bays and riprap filters prior to the dry retention.  Ron noted that most of the run off is from roof or pavement.  This design is re-routing the existing legal drain so there is a need to reclassify it as an Urban Drain, which will make the easement 25-feet.  Wyatt Johnson stated he would like to see the pipe upsized due to the re-route and change in slope with a restrictor.  He added the possibility of up-sizing even further out and draining the 18” into a 12” pipe.  Wyatt next requested DLZ look upstream for maintenance.  Ron Hull agreed.  Jason will aid in the process. The HDPE that is in place now works well; it is a relatively small watershed.  Ron stated he would look into front acreage drainage.  Wyatt Johnson requested as-builts be on file upon completion. The tiling will all be closed except for three grates in front.  Ron Hull asked about water quality; there is none required.  Wyatt Johnson made a motion to require Ron Hull to review the current regulated drain area, provide as-builts be turned in upon completion, review of possibility of upsizing the pipe for compatible flow, and that Jason & Wyatt can approve the final design.  Joe VanBibber 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the motion passed. Wyatt Johnson moved that the Irwin Myers regulated drain be reclassified as an urban drain with a 25-feet easement centered on the tile upon the reconstruction of this project. Mike Cline 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed. 
BUCK CREEK: Nicholas Kochenderfer, 429 Wilson Street, Tipton, was present to request an encroachment along Buck Creek for a privacy fence. The board was presented with an agreement.  Mr. Kochenderfer acknowledged the risk if maintenance is necessary. Jason stated this ditch bank has been sprayed.  Wyatt Johnson made a motion to approve this easement encroachment agreement.  Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed.   
OLD BUSINESS:   Mud Creek:  Jason reminded the board that Mud Creek runs north near the Tipton / Howard county lines and that it is under Tipton County’s maintenance jurisdiction, however he did notify Howard County of the work.  Kip Bergman, contractor spoke about the project.  He stated he worked within the scope of the project and was able to leave some large trees.  He stated this was a major change in appearance but that he thought it looked great.  

First Scott Dieterman of Howard County spoke.  He stated he had no notification, only received a letter one day prior without any time to respond.  He had some privacy until all the trees came out.   He believes the ditch bank is mostly sand and that the tree roots were holding the bank together.  He presented no problems with the tile, only the downed trees.  He stated the timber had value and it was just piled up and burned.  He would have removed some trees himself if he had proper notification.  

Next Ed Roberts, 500 South, Howard County spoke.  He has lived at this residence for many years and never seen anything like this.  He asked how these trees were impending water flow.  He is not happy.  He questioned the board’s process to classify maintenance and review each drain every year.  Has this really improved water flow?  He believes there was money spent with no benefit.  Mr. Roberts also stated that whatever improvement the board thought they were doing will stop at the ditch that starts at 980 E because Howard County will not do the same scope of work at 980 E.  

Tipton County Surveyor, Jason Henderson, spoke. He stated the board does review drains each year.  The Tipton County Surveyor’s office did receive a concern from a landowner about this area and trees in the ditch.  He added this project was only for 30-feet of cleaning on each side as opposed to 75-feet that is possible in the regulated easement.  Jason said the board would continue to monitor this ditch, and its banks, for erosion.  Jason Henderson added he would talk to Dave Duncan about 980 E and to the east.  Jason went on to explain the board relies on citizens for information about downed trees and other ditch status’s.  Landowner’s objections are only requested for public hearings and reconstruction projects, not general maintenance. Mr. Bergman added he spoke to some very happy landowners.  


Wyatt acknowledged there could have been mailing issues.  He also thinks farm property should maybe be evaluated differently than residential properties.  He suggested the board start looking at them separately.  Joe VanBibber supported Wyatt and added job scopes should be 

case-by-case basis, not necessarily farm vs. residential. 


There is a 75-feet regulated easement at risk.  This project only took about 30-feet.  The county easement is not private and anything in that easement is a risk and at the county’s discretion. 
Wolverton: There are willow trees on top of the tile.  The biggest issue is that the tile lies under the open ditch along Division Road.  100 feet west of the main residence drive is a box and the water is flowing.  575 feet from there is a box in the woods and that span is bellied, collapsed, or full.  The camera found some roots and Kip cleared that but it did not improve the water flow.  Kip stated he is open to suggestions.  This 18-inch perforated tile is laid in stone. Jason will check with the county highway for any additional information about the original installation.  Jason said another option is a reconstruction hearing.  There was discussion about digging holes every so many feet to check the tile’s status.  There was also discussion about clearing all the trees, or only the trees in the way now.  Craig Newcom agrees with Kip’s preliminary diagnosis.  Part of the tile could be crushed under a drive.   
Glass Metlin: Donna Findling stated that she and John, her husband, are very happy with the recent work.  She presented pictures to the board taken that morning.  She is pleased that the pipe can be seen and the water is flowing, even after no rain.  Jason offered the county can mow or spray until more work is planned on the Stillabower property. Morris Stillabower stated if the work could be done soon than mowing would not have to happen.  Mr. Stillabower stated he needs tile put back in so that water does not end up in his house; a 2 inch rain event gives him too much water.  Morris suggested to the board a partial tile (maybe 150-feet) and re-grade. Jason Henderson stated he cannot give a time line for further tile work.  Jason Henderson suggested using the camera first and then reviewing. Morris Stillabower stated waiting until 2017 is not acceptable. Morris next suggested to the board to do what is right.  He thinks they are passing up the opportunity to act, and he will act – legally. 

 
Jason stated that if Morris is threatening litigation then the board should not talk on this subject any further. Morris said he is not talking litigation, but that he will take care of it himself. He says the water does not flow fast enough so it backs up on his side. The north and south banks are too high.  Mike Cline stated to do this right would take some time and being forceful to do “something” is not the right way.  The board needs to have the camera used, do some review, get info from the state about their culvert, and then make a plan about the tile and the swale.  Morris stated there is a court order from 1993 stating there is to be no ditch.  Craig Newcom, Extreme Excavating, stated the pipe is visible and there is a vivid line on it from where the dirt was. He said they ran the camera from the north and there were obstructions cleared, there is shot rock in place.  It is open and water is flowing.  Morris believes the tile is not near large enough for the water that could potentially be there. The bend to the south of Findling’s is next for maintenance. 
OTHER BUSINESS: Commissioner VanBibber asked about the tile near the 17 tee at the golf course, noticing it was about 60% full and not moving.  Jason stated he had been notified of it and he is waiting on the crops to be harvested and golf season to be over.  The ditch bank was cleared and cleaned about 6 years ago and the city was to maintain it.  


Secretary Heather Terry reported on the Savage Ditch at the Pollywog, at the Madison County line.  There are large amounts of trash way down in the ditch bottom and a lot of cattails and brush.  She spoke to County Highway Superintendant Brett Morris and had him look at it.  Mr. Morris proposes not doing the work from the roadside due to the close proximity of the open ditch to the road.  The County Highway’s grade-all is not working and may not be repaired.  So the Surveyor’s office will do some additional review of this and look at other options for work to be done after harvest. 

CLAIMS: Mike Cline made a motion to approve the claims for $62,215.44.   Joe VanBibber 2nd the motion. With no further discussion the motion passed. 
ADJOURNMENT: Mike Cline made motion to adjourn the meeting.  Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned.
The next meeting will be Monday August 22, 2016 at 12:30pm in the Tipton County Courthouse. 
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