Synopsis of:
Tipton County Drainage Board: Monday, June 27, 2016 at 12:30 p.m

MEMBERS PRESENT: George Tebbe, Mike Cline, Gerald Shuck, Joe VanBibber, Wyatt Johnson, Jason Henderson, and Heather Terry. 
OTHERS PRESENT:
Morris Stillabower, John & Donna Findling, Vicky Boyd, Kip Bergman, Ryan Bergman, Connie Schwierman, Steve Johnson, John Capper - Mr. Bergman’s attorney
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: President George Tebbe called the meeting to order.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Secretary Heather Terry presented the minutes from the May 31, 2016 meeting. Gerald Shuck made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Wyatt Johnson 2nd that motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed.  
NEW BUSINESS:  JM Bennett / Connie Schwierman:


Tipton County resident Connie Schwierman approached the board.  She lives along the JM Bennett tile.  She was out of state for the hearing but her father was present. She realizes her assessment was reduced.  She presented the board with some pictures. She believes that because she is at the end of the tile and only has a breather on her property that she is being over-assessed.  She states she is upstream, water goes in the ground and trees absorb water.  The board cannot convince her that all of her property goes into a small pipe and that her assessment is justifiable. She believes the board is wrong. She thinks the road, side ditch, and a field is all that drains to her property. President Tebbe stated to Ms. Schwierman that her property lies in this watershed. George stated that he thought the Army Corp of Engineers determines watersheds.  She asked how many years ago the watersheds were determined, if the woods were there then, and if those trees were absorbing then.  George replied that the watersheds & geological maps have been in place for a very long time. George replied yes; most of this county was originally trees and water.  She stated she is being charged just because she is there. George replied that if all of her woods or her properties are in the boundaries of this JM Bennett watershed, and by that fact she pays assessments to the JM Bennett watershed.  Jason Henderson, Tipton County Surveyor, helped by explaining this drain was established in 1893.  Originally, watersheds were defined by parcel boundaries; therefore, some of her water could possibly go to a different watershed but then she would pay assessments to that watershed. Mike Cline explained to Ms. Schwierman that she has to pay assessments to a drain. She cannot get out of all watersheds. Therefore, even if she moved, she would still pay assessments to whatever watershed she owned property.  If her property boundaries were in two different watersheds, then she would be assessed to two different tiles.  Ms. Schwierman stated the board is going by the books and she is going by what she sees.  George reminded her that the board did reduce her wooded acreage cost and that her property is within the watershed.  She thinks her 25% reduction is just the tip of the iceberg.  She stated her water goes in the ground and then she has no idea where it goes.  George told her there are tiles under the ground that run to the breather that she may not see.  
OLD BUSINESS:   Mud Creek:  

This is at Tipton County’s north county line just east of SR 213.  The board opened quotes at the last meeting to clear the obstructions, and took them under advisement.  Tipton County does have jurisdiction over this open drain into Howard County and that Dave Duncan (Howard County Surveyor) is aware of this project.  Jason presented the three quotes to the board in spreadsheet comparison form, and they were all in compliance.  He noted this is a large creek and it feeds into Beaver Point campground.  The drain is currently collecting and has $11,565.00.  The board spent good money last year through Sharpsville and this creek needs to remain clear. George verified the location of this project through Jason as north Tipton County line and going NE to CR 975 E in Howard County.  Jason recommends the project needs to be done and it be awarded to the lowest qualified quote, which is Bergman.  Wyatt Johnson made a motion to award a contract to Bergman for the Mud Creek project.  Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed. Wyatt asked Jason about trying to keep some larger nice trees that are not in the way of this project or future maintenance. Jason did mail letters to the landowners.
Wolverton:  Jason explained that this project was awarded to Kip Bergman at 500 W & Division.  Kip was unable to start working due to standing water in the tile even in a dry spell.  The Wolverton tile is 3-4 feet deeper than the south side ditch.  Kip found some willow trees on the tile.  Jason directed Kip to remove those trees.  Then Fluid Waste came in to jet-rod the tile, but since the tile is smooth core, they could not use the root-cutter.  Kip called another company to try to get it working.  Jason reported that about 200 feet of this tile is unknown as to its material and or condition.  Kip reported that this tile is perforated and he has a company scheduled to come and try to clean it out Tuesday if the board agrees.  Kip also agreed that to the north, the tile is in good shape, but to the west is full of water and the water is about the 18” tile that is in the woods.  He stated there is no way to work in this specific section until the tile is clean. George mentioned copper sulfate or other possibilities to keep it clean. 
Glass Metlin:  Jason reminded the board that there was only one quote returned for this project. Jason presented a little history of this tile and the Stillabower property.  After the camera detected the tile had collapsed and there was a problem with a tile installed back in the early 1990’s, Jason directed the removal of the tile.  Kip removed the tile on the north side of 28 but not on the south side yet. The camera sill cannot move under 28 to get pictures of what is really going on.  The State of Indiana mentioned that 2021 might be when they would fix their portion of this project.  The board sent INDOT a letter trying to push this up and it appears the letter worked.  Jason mentioned the board could do a reconstruction so that INDOT would be forced to the project and be able to use the county’s easements. Jason also reminded the board this tile is classified for maintenance not reconstruction, but there is a petition for reconstruction on file. A hearing would be required to change the classification.  Extreme Excavating was the sole bidder for this project and their bid was complete. George would like to see this project done all at once and not piece-milled together. There have been some landowner’s reports that a 24” tile hits an 18” tile on the north at the state right of way under SR 28 and then the tile is 24” again on Findling’s property to the south. Jason has not seen any plans from INDOT for this project. Wyatt asked what the process would be if the board decided to do a reconstruction. Jason explained. Wyatt asked if the board could reclassify a county drain without a public hearing. After review of the code the board decided to set a public hearing for reclassification.  Wyatt Johnson made a motion for a public hearing to reclassify the Glass Metin from maintenance to in need of reconstruction at the earliest, legal, proper notification date.  Joe VanBibber 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the motion passed. 
Davenport Assessment:  There was discussion about additional work done on the Davenport reconstruction project.  There were connections that were not visible.  President Tebbe noted lesson learned not to lay new tile on top of old, but adjacent.  Davidson Excavating found many meanders in the original lay so they changed some patterns. Jason stated he will try to have a discussion with Leon Baird and then with Davidson in order to better prepare for future projects. Wyatt Johnson noted that Davidson was paid per hook-up so this cost could have spent at the time of the original project if the hook-ups had been seen. 

Jason presented certificate of assessments to the board for the Davenport tile.  He added that typically this is done at completion of a project and then the assessment is added to a property owner’s tax bill.  For whatever reason, this was not done.  Jason noted there was still more than half of the money front-loaded for this project. However, the remainder will not be billed until next year. Wyatt Johnson made a motion to approve this certificate of assessments for the JA Davenport regulated tile and drain.  Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion. With no further discussion the motion passed. 

Other:  George Tebbe said that he had been contacted about a fence going up west of 31 near an open ditch.  George stated he hopes the person made sure not to hit any tiles.  Jason clarified the location and noted the two property owners are not getting along.  Jason also stated the office has a letter in his office stating he realizes if repairs are necessary or access is needed to the tile or drain, that part of the fence may need to be removed.  


Jason brought to the board’s attention the Polywog and other ditches in the eastern portion of the county that are completely littered with trash and dumping.  Jason and Heather went to visit some of the reported garbage.  Jason noted the flow has been reduced due to this dumping and the cattails.  Jason mentioned possibly posting No Dumping signs or hanging motion cameras. Jason suggests dipping the Polywog and maybe some other ditches in the area.  He would like to talk to Brett with the county highway to see if they could do it from the roadside without tearing up the road surface. George agreed that would be a more efficient way to go. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Morris Stillabower, 4830 W SR 28, Tipton, approached the board.  He wanted his public comment to be on record for his concerns with the an open ditch / swale on his property and the Glass Metlin tile.  Morris revisited the history of what has led to his statements for this meeting and the water that now stands on his property, for the benefit of the room, starting in 1993.  Morris has used an attorney once and won against the county. Morris stated he cared for the ground over the Glass Metlin regulated tile, per Indiana law by mowing and keeping the easement clean. Over time, with changes made, Morris now gets water in his house and is unable to care for the ground. Morris Stillabower stated several negatives if the ditch is left as it is now.  A copy of this letter is on file in the Tipton County Surveyor’s Office. 
CLAIMS: Joe VanBibber made a motion to approve the claims for $42,163.14.   Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion. With no further discussion the motion passed. 
ADJOURNMENT: Joe VanBibber made motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mike Cline 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned.
The next meeting will be Monday July 25, 2016 at 12:30pm in the Tipton County Courthouse. 
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