BIG CICERO JOINT 

DRAINAGE BOARD

Wednesday July 22, 2015 @ 9:30am

First Floor Conference Room

Members Present: Jay Rayl, Byron Loveless, Brad Bagwell, Mark Heirbrandt, and Secretary Heather Terry

Surveyors Present: Dan Sheets, Kenton Ward and Kenneth Hedge

Board Attorney:  Steve Holt

Others present at meeting: Vicky Boyd, Siavash Beik, Julia Surber, Carol Cunningham, Ken Summers, Jeff Sheridan, and Scot VanHorn
President Mark Heirbrandt called the meeting to order.  

Minutes:

President Heirbrandt presented the minutes from the June 24, 2015 meeting and asked for any discussion.  Jay Rayl motioned to accept the minutes. Byron Loveless 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the motion passed.

Finances & Claims:

Jay Rayl reported the claims and finances to the board. The previous balance was $457,186.57. The total amount of claims to be paid today is $28,395.52. We received interest & taxes of $89,806.89.The new remaining balance with First Farmers Bank is $518,597.94.  Brad Bagwell made a motion to accept and pay the claims.  Byron Loveless 2nd the motion. With no further comment the motion passed.
Surveyor’s Reports:

Kenton Ward presented to the board that the Hamilton County Drainage board did accept the variance for the Atlanta Conservation Club.  The only remaining task is where the dirt will go.  The contractor will dictate that.  It will go off-site.
Kenton had some trouble getting in touch with the contractor for the Forkner Drain bank stabilization project for a pre-construction meeting.  That meeting is now scheduled so Kenton will have more information next month.
NEW BUSINESS:

Jeff Sheridan approached the board requesting a letter of support from the Big Cicero Creek Board.  Mr. Sheridan is working on behalf of Tipton County Economic Development for a trail for our community as a part of the Bicentennial Trust.  The process recently got a boost via a land donation from Dan Mattingly. Jeff explained there was a May application submitted, with issues and concerns.  The DNR requested the county withdraw that May application due to those issues, with the option to reapply in August.  Mr. Sheridan presented two draft letters, one simply for support by the board and the other also providing financial support.  Mr. Sheridan made sure the board knows he would be happy to alter the verbiage upon the board’s request.  Ken Hedge asked about the plan or route of the trail, and how it might impact the drainage along the creek bank.  Jeff explained this trust and funding is simply used to acquire the land and right of way, and only those willing can participate.  The community will take that land and make it part of a trail system. Jeff explained there is a thought and Jason has spoken to a few of those along the proposed route. Eventually it would be ideal to connect the Tipton County trail to other counties or other entities.  President Heirbrandt asked if the board would donate if that donation would go towards drainage.  Jeff expects that this board will be involved in some form as this project moves forward regardless of direct financial support.  The maintenance of Big Cicero will always come first so Mr. Sheridan anticipates acquiring property outside of the county’s easement.  Brad Bagwell made a motion to approve the letter of support without any financial obligation at this point.  He stated the board should keep this trail project in mind as we work along the creek.  Byron Loveless 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed.  President Heirbrandt thanked Mr. Sheridan for his presentation.  
Spray quotes:  Heather Terry presented the board with three sealed bids for spraying along the creek.  Attorney Holt opened the bids. 

Townsend / Parker City, Indiana: $1.50 per gallon, $15,600 lump sum estimate. 

Schidler Spray / Eaton, Indiana: $2.98 per gallon, $12,500 lump sum estimate.

Dalton’s / Warsaw, Indiana: $1.39 per gallon, $27,105 lump sum estimate. 
All bids appear to be complete.  Surveyor Ward suggested the surveyors be given the opportunity to review and report back to the board at the next meeting.  Brad Bagwell made the motion to take the spray quotes under advisement.  Byron Loveless 2nd the motion.  There was discussion about the differences in pricing.  Kenton Ward mentioned the spray area is slated as US 31 to Hamilton/Tipton County line. 
The next Big Cicero Creek Joint Drainage Board meeting will be August 19, 2015.  

Byron Loveless made the motion to adjourn.  Jay Rayl 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned.
The above minutes were approved at a regular meeting of the Big Cicero Creek Joint Drainage Board.  The signatures were intentionally omitted to preserve privacy.  Signed copies are available in the 

Tipton County Surveyor’s Office, 

1st floor of the Tipton County Courthouse.

