Synopsis of:
Tipton County Drainage Board: Monday, December 14, 2015 at 12:30 p.m

Members Present:       George Tebbe, Mike Cline, Gerald Shuck, Joe Van Bibber, Wyatt Johnson, Jason Henderson, and Heather Terry. 
Others Present:
Scot VanHorn, Jim Leffler, Kip Bergman, Spencer (THS student), Thomas Letsinger (THS student), Vicky Boyd, Jeff Davidson, Matt Letsinger, Frank Letsinger
Meeting called            
To order: 
President George Tebbe called the meeting to order.
Approval of
Minutes:                      Secretary Heather Terry presented the minutes from November 30, 2015 meeting. Mike Cline made the motion to approve the minutes as presented. Joe VanBibber 2nd the motion. With no further discussion, the minutes were approved. 
New Business:  

Oak View Subdivision: 


This is a single lot subdivision. There are no requirements for detention or retention 
storage. Surveyor Henderson recommends the drainage plan for this subdivision.  Wyatt 
Johnson recused himself from the Tipton County Drainage Board for this case as his 
company prepared the drainage plan documents for this subdivision.  He states this is in 
Jefferson Township at 725 W and Division Road.  This is a wooded lot with an existing 
house, tool shed and septic with a drain tile in the front yard.  Wyatt stated the existing 
tile drain is deep enough for the perimeter drain around the septic system.  George Tebbe 
asked for the depths of the tile, which is needed for septic.  Wyatt stated there is a 
breather on site so the depth may be on file in his office or it may still need to be
measured. He added the soil borings are done, just not at this meeting. There was 
discussion about which direction the water drained.  George Tebbe verified the property 
owner and asked if they were selling off a new lot.   Wyatt said they are building a new 
home to the south of the existing home.  George asked if this board needs to know the 
depth of the current tile in order to approve the drainage plan.  Jason Henderson stated 
no. The building permit would not be issued through the planning office if not all of the 
information is submitted.  Wyatt agreed the depth & elevation information should be on
the plans but is not and he thought it appropriate to continue for a future date in order to
obtain all the necessary information. Joe VanBibber made the motion to continue this 
drainage case for the Oak View Subdivision pending further information.  Mike Cline 2nd 
he motion. With no further discussion the motion passed. 
Parker-Tobin quotes:

Jason Henderson reminded the board that this ditch is in need of maintenance.  Jason has 
met with Matt Letsinger to determine what work is necessary and then requested three 
quotes for the work.  There will be nothing taken off the top of the banks, just a lot of 
saplings and brush off of the side slopes, and a few obstructions and trash to be 


removed. George Tebbe asked if the requested work was on the railroad side, Jason and 
Matt Letsinger both said yes, and the north side, along the woods, east of Meridian 
Road.  They all agreed this would be difficult to access.  Matt added the woods are all
grown-up and out.  Due to the location, it is difficult to keep cleaned or spayed.  Jason 
requested a per-unit price for animal guards and outlet pipes were requested in the bids 
for any that may need to be fixed during the project.  Jason reiterated this is not a dipping 
project. Jason stated the property to the north is well maintained.   


There were 3 quotes presented to the board:


Gerald Shuck opened a bid from VanHorn Excavating for $12,240.00 for 



clearing of brush on both sides of the ditch, items 1 & 2,

Joe VanBibber opened a bid from Extreme Excavating for $8,670.00 for 



items 1 & 2,

Wyatt Johnson opened a bid from Redman Excavating for $4,839.00 for 



items 1 & 2.

President Tebbe verified that items 1 & 2 were clearly defined on all of the 


bid requests and Jason said yes. Jason stated this is just clearing on the side slopes and for 
stumps to be treated as licensed for the awarded company. All brush needs to be burned 
or removed. Jason added that all three companies looked at the project. George Tebbe 
will recuse himself due to family owned property in the site. Wyatt asked if Jason had a 
recommendation and he stated the lowest quote is acceptable. Matt Letsinger asked if 
these quotes included any clearing in the woods.  Jason and George both stated no, due to 
the location and the difficulty of getting there, this will all be handwork. Jason added the 
spec sheet specified for work on the south side of the tracks that the machinery is to be on 
the south side of the ditch, and when working on the north side of the tracks all 
machinery had to be on the north side of the ditch; Wyatt read the verbiage from the spec 
sheet aloud.  Mr. VanHorn spoke and stated that he misunderstood. Matt asked about 
spraying. Jason said it could be sprayed at the appropriate time from the 
off-bank, as 
like on Cicero Creek. Wyatt Johnson made a motion to accept the quote from Redman 
Excavating. Mike Cline 2nd the motion. Joe VanBibber asked if the specs presented were 
the only specs given to all bidders as to be sure all quotes are valid and all specs were 
understood.  With no further discussion the motion passed. 
Certificate of Assessment / Maintenance Increases:


Jason presented the board with the ten written findings documents for the ten public 
hearings that were held in November in order to increase maintenance fees. Heather did 
run the written findings for all ten drains in the Tipton Tribune.  These documents need 
board members signatures so they can be take to the auditor’s office.  There were no 
written nor any spoken objections for any of the drain assessment increases before or 
during the public hearings.  The increases will appear on property owners 2016 spring tax 
statements.  Jason stated the board could approve these individually or as a lot of ten.  
Mike Cline made a motion to accept the certificate of assessments for regulated drain 
maintenance on:

Charles Creagmile, FM Kelley, Frank Goodnight, Garmon-Jackson, George Campbell, 
Jack Ellis, James Dobson, Peter O. Duncan, Snowbarger-Gaiser, and Joseph Wolverton 
Regulated Drains.


Wyatt Johnson 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed. 

President Tebbe asked for any updates on the Wolverton tile.  There have been issues with this tile through the Ross property.  George stated he does not think this should be left open on personal property.  He also does not want it open, then closed, and then open again.  Jason reminded the board that the property owner is not responding.  George asked Kip if he had any idea how much it would cost to put a new tile from Division Road to county road 500 west.  Kip responded that an estimate for 18” pipe for that run would be $20,000, he repeated this is a shot-gun estimate.  Kip then addressed the board on a site where he has taken a tile from open to tile and back to open.  Kip stated he is not aware of any issues with the way that was installed and structured, and the angled guards that were used.  There was discussion about the cost and length of the Wolverton tile and how and when to fix it.  Kip stated various persons ask him about it.  George would like quotes for this project.  There was discussion about the condition of the pipe under the road, George thinks it is good. Kip says the tile to the west is in good condition. 
Next George asked about a project in eastern Tipton County.  Scott Gasho responded that it is done with the exception of the outlet pipes.  

Jason mentioned the Glass Metlin Drain.  Jason explained to the board that he did try to contact Walt Evans with INDOT about this project and how it could tie-in with the 28/31 interchange project.  Mr. Evans has not returned his call.  There is about 500 feet of the Glass Metlin tile that is smashed and a box culvert at 28 that needs to be replaced.  The board would like to have some preliminary plans about the states projects before making any moves on the county’s part. 
Old Business: 


Love’s Travel Plaza:  

William Knight from CBE was present at the meeting.  He presented a map with the Love’s Travel Plaza site fill area and compensatory storage.  Any volume that is filled in a floodplain, both below the 10-year floodplain and between the 10-100 year floodplain, have to be compensated for someplace else within the floodplain (matching volumes fill to cut).  The map shows quantities and cubic yards.  There is a channel connecting the compensatory storage area to Dixon Creek to convey any floodwaters.  Mr. Knight stated this information is based on the Cicero Creek ordinances. Wyatt Johnson asked if this is property owned by the seller to Love’s.  Mr. Knight guesses that it is but that has not been confirmed.  Next Wyatt asked if there have there been any calculations on the channel to know how fast the water needs to get through the channel.  Mr. Knight says there is a hydrology package that will contain that information.  Wyatt also asked for labeled contours & dimensions.  There was discussion about at what elevation the channel will enter into the creek. William thought a few feet, maybe three feet, above the normal waters, but he will confirm.  Wyatt asked if there are any under-drains planned for this basin so the space is not a cattail-filled marsh.  Mr. Knight stated if the elevation is high enough there should not be an issue.  There is an under-drain planned for the storage pond.  The five back-flow preventers, culverts, will be verified for their use against the ordinance. There was discussion about the base flood elevation. There was also discussion about the timing and the next steps to be taken.  Wyatt stated he does not believe this plan is complete as presented, however he is not looking to hold up the process.  He thinks the work is done, just not noted here.  Wyatt does not think there should be a permit given if there are any contingencies.  Joe VanBibber asked if it is unreasonable for the requested information to be presented as complete by Thursday, December 17, prior to the hearing.  He said that is doable.  There was discussion about the possibility of any plants or ground cover.  President Tebbe agreed that Jason and Wyatt could meet with CBE.  Jason asked William Knight, with Christopher Burke Engineering to repeat the board’s requests so Wyatt could make sure all the needs are met.  He did so.   Wyatt added if there is not an under-drain planned then what is the plan to keep it from being wetland.  William will confirm this detail and the performance for the two ponds.  Mike Cline made a motion to approve the drainage plan for the Love’s Travel Plaza project contingent upon further information provided by CBE by December 17, and will be reviewed by Wyatt Johnson and Jason Henderson.  Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the motion passed. Jason made plans with Wyatt and William for late afternoon on Thursday, December 17. Joe asked Jason to please provide a report on Thursday night to the planning commission.

CLAIMS:

George Tebbe asked about the Fluid Waste claim, stating more trees causing troubles.


President Tebbe also mentioned there were few claims this month compared to last 
month. Wyatt asked about the outcome of an email he sent to Jason.  Jason stated he did 
receive a copy of the as-built plans for the Davenport reconstruction and that Mr. 
Davidson was present if anyone had any questions.  George asked if the project is 
complete and Jason stated it is, with the exception of the seeding. George asked if the 
channel was changed. Jason noted they followed the stakes and then the linear footage of 
the tile was verified.  There was more footage than required laid, but not charged for.  
Jason noted that there was a meeting with Mike Terry of Davidson Excavating, George, 
and himself, but Wyatt was not present where they discussed not using higgenbottoms 
and using concrete inspection boxes instead. Jason stated he did a few on site inspections.  
There are as-built locations are noted, all the lateral tie-ins and stations, and that has been 
shared with Scott Campbell for his tie-ins. George asked about pricing of a few 
structures. Wyatt noted the prices are listed on the invoice individually.  Jason found 
seven new structures on the invoice for $28,0000, but they took off  $8,000.00 for the 
removal of the higgenbottoms from the estimate.  George agreed this is what the farmers 
wanted and that they needed to be replaced.  Mike Cline made the motion to approve the 
claims for $5,778.82.  Wyatt verified the release of the 10% to Davidson that was 
withheld from their previous claim and verified per the minutes from the last meeting that 
Jason could release that remaining payment anytime, when he is satisfied with the job.  

There was a change in the claims for 
the members pay from $600.00 to $750.00. Mr. 
Cline withdrew his previous motion and revised it to approve the claims for
$5,928.82. Joe VanBibber 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed.

Wyatt Johnson made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion. 
With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned.

The next meeting will be determined by the 2016 Commissioner’s schedule.

Mike Cline made motion to adjourn the meeting.  Joe VanBibber 2nd the motion.  With 
no further discussion, the meeting adjourned.

The above minutes were approved at regular meeting of the Tipton County Drainage Board.  The signatures were intentionally omitted to preserve privacy.  Signed copies are available in the Tipton County Surveyor’s Office, 

1st floor of the Tipton County Courthouse.
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