Synopsis of:
Tipton County Drainage Board: Monday, October 19, 2015 at 12:30 p.m

Members Present:       Mike Cline, Gerald Shuck, Joe Van Bibber, Wyatt Johnson, Jason Henderson, and Heather Terry. 
Others Present:
Keith Buck-CBE, Nathan Althouse, Shannon Cassons, Vicky Boyd, Morris Stillbower, Matt Cline, Craig Newcom, Ryan Campbell, Gary Trimble, Ben Heffelmire, Ken Noe, Lana Cardwell, John Burkett, Bruce Robertson, Bob King, Jerry Harlow, Kip Bergman, Scott Gasho.  Students Thomas Letsinger and Spencer Webb
Meeting called            
To order: 
Vice President Mike Cline called the meeting to order.
Approval of
Minutes:                      Secretary Heather Terry presented the minutes from October 19, 2015 meeting. Wyatt Johnson motioned to approve the meeting minutes from Sept 21 with one spelling correction of “the” on page 4. Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion. With no further discussion, the minutes were approved. 
New Business:
Jason presented the board with drainage plans from Love’s Travel Stop.  USI has reviewed these plans from CBE.  Mr. Buck was present from Christopher Burke Engineering.  Wyatt Johnson mentioned the items from Phil Beer that he found needed further details.  Jason read those items from Phil’s email to the board.  Phil requested corrected or missing information to be presented before any drainage plans are approved.  George Tebbe mentioned an assumption of a pipe size and type from an online survey.  Keith Buck stated the plans are based on a survey and the south end was not covered.  He added that there is not a visible outlet to the south along 31 to Dixon Creek.  Keith stated it appears to drain the NW quadrant near the intersection to the south through the existing 24” culvert. Jason Henderson asked if that pipe will be replaced with the new interchange work.  Keith stated that is INDOT right of way and CBE drainage will not funnel through there, but he assumes it will be replaced.  George Tebbe and Mr. Buck verified that all basins will drain to a detention pond to between the two parcels and then drain west to Dixon Creek. George Tebbe is concerned about a 4-foot spill-way box if there would be a big flood.  Mr. Buck clarified that there is a 4X4 square outlet box in the pond itself, the top of which sits lower than the top of the pond. This is actually the emergency spill-way, it is not a 4-foot wide spillage over the top of the bank.  The water will spill into the top of the basin and a grate and then down through a 24 inch outlet pipe.  Keith admits this may have been misleading or confusing.  Wyatt Johnson asked if this structure restricts the water flow.  Keith Buck stated there are two orifices in the base of the box and two different levels, found on MD1 on the drawing plan: a 12” circular outlet at the bottom and then a 12X12 rectangular outlet at the top. Wyatt Johnson asked for a grate specification for the top of the box.  Keith stated there will be a regular drainage grate on the top.  George Tebbe asked for clarification about the turn in the box structure, if there would be a 90-degree box structure there in the outlet.  Keith verified yes, it would be concrete, called out on page SP2, labeled as Man Hole 1, Man Hole 2, and Outlet.  Next George asked about the field investigation mentioned in section 3.6.  Keith clarified this is a cover-all statement claiming they have not physically been to the site to stake boundaries.  They did subcontract with a third party that did physically do a field survey and they had LiDAR information from the state that accurately matches the survey. Wyatt asked about the basin on page SP1 and asked if this will be a dry basin with under-drains.  Keith stated it is planned as a dry basin but there is not under-drains planned. He thinks they could be added.  Wyatt Johnson thinks the board should require under-drains.  He stated there are several, even with under-drains, that end up full of cattails.  Next Wyatt asked about a solid line on the plan drawing running east/west through the middle of the basin.  He asked if this is a property line. Keith stated it is a property line and the pond will serve both parcels so it is split in two.  Wyatt wanted to know if there is an agreement for maintaining this pond.  Mr. Buck said not at this point but he thinks the developer would be willing to do that. He says that the landowner and developer are currently working closely. Wyatt thinks the developer should have an agreement established that the buyer has to agree to for maintenance on the basin. Mr. Buck stated that he would take that recommendation and add it to the subdivision plat code.  AJ Bytner suggested adding that maintenance certificate to the plat for that agreement. That will cover whoever may own that property at any time, it will be a private agreement, but a recorded document.  Wyatt verified he understood that the covenant portion is enforceable by the lot owners, but the codes will hold a primary lot owner for maintaining the basin.  Joe VanBibber asked then if one side of the basin does not develop that then the underlying property owner is will be responsible. AJ stated that is correct. Wyatt asked if there is a general concept of when the basin would need cleaned out.  Keith stated sometimes that information is in an operational maintenance manual as part of the drainage report.  He does not think that was part of the requirements but CBE can do that. Wyatt told Keith that the Tipton Sheriff should be the emergency contact for the plans. Wyatt presented to the board that he has made notes on the set of plans he has. For example, on page EX1, the project does not go to the right of way, but he would like the page enlarged for orient, to show those markers.  Wyatt gave his plans and notes to Keith to take back to CBE for them to update with Phil Beer’s requests, and the items discussed. Then Wyatt Johnson made the motion to continue this case until the next regular meeting for the Tipton County Drainage Board, and asked that the items by Phil Beer and the items discussed by the board, be revised.  Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the motion passed. 

Clayton’s Farm Subdivision: Wyatt Johnson recused himself from this discussion.  Wyatt Johnson presented to the board plans and information for a residential single-lot subdivision located near 300 S. & 100 E. There is a woods to the east of the site.  Mr. Johnson, per Bob Powell, believes there is a plastic tile about 300 feet south of the property line and he is proposing to run subsurface drains to that tile to drain water from around the septic system.  George Tebbe asked about the road elevation.  Wyatt stated the road elevation is about 865.  Wyatt believes the depth of the current tile is about 4 feet underground.  Jason Henderson added this offsite drain is just used for the septic, there will be no water storage or other run-off.  Wyatt noted it does have to be approved by Board of Health and Jason thinks that task is done.  President Tebbe asked if there had been any phone calls or neighbor complaints and Jason stated there had not been and that he would support this job. Joe VanBibber made the motion to approve the single-lot subdivision for Clayton’s Farm.  Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed. 

Boyer Subdivision:  Wyatt Johnson recused himself from this discussion. Wyatt Johnson presented to the board plans and information for a residential single-lot subdivision located near 900 W. and 500 S. Jason Henderson stated this is about 1.77 acres and they have an off-site drainage easement established by plat. Jason says the county highway has looked at this and there will be no pooling of water on the property.  Wyatt stated there is an 8-inch clay tile on the property owned by the petitioner, there are separate landowners.  Jason verified there was a soil report approved for the proposed septic layout.  Wyatt says the drain will be about 3 in the ground and the elevation will be approximately 802, with about a 5-foot fall.  George asked if the current tile is in decent shape and Wyatt said that is unknown at this time. Gerald Shuck made the motion to approve the Boyer Subdivision drainage plan. Joe VanBibber 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion the motion passed.
Old Business:
At the last meeting, we discussed the fund balance of the Wolverton Regulated Drain, which led to Jason’s review of other deficient drain funds.  Jason propses these hearings be heard at the next board meeting in November 30, 2015.  

Jason presented the following proposed maintenance increases to the board:


Charles Creagmile Regulated Tile. Currently the drain is assessed at a rate of $1.00 per acre with a $6.00 minimum.  This assessment creates an annual assessment of $ 132.70. 

The drain currently has a positive balance of $697.48.

I recommend the Board revise the maintenance assessments as follows:

Per acre rate for agricultural tracts be set at $3.00 per acre.

Per acre rate for commercial, institutional industrial tracts be set at $25.00 per acre.

Minimum assessments be set at $30.00.

The revised maintenance collection will be $441.30.


FM Kelley Regulated Tile. Currently the drain is assessed at a rate of$1.00 per acre with a $5.00 minimum.  This assessment creates an annual assessment of $ 236.70. 
The drain currently has a negative balance of $-4138.66.

I recommend the Board revise the maintenance assessments as follows:

Per acre rate for agricultural tracts be set at $8.00 per acre.

Per acre rate for commercial, institutional industrial tracts be set at $25.00 per acre.

Minimum assessments be set at $30.00.

The revised maintenance collection will be $ 1875.60.


Frank Goodnight Regulated Tile. Currently the drain is assessed at a rate of $0.50 per acre with a $5.00 minimum.  This assessment creates an annual assessment of $65.00. 

The drain currently has a positive balance of $482.85.

I recommend the Board revise the maintenance assessments as follows:

Per acre rate for agricultural tracts be set at $5.00 per acre.

Per acre rate for commercial, institutional industrial tracts be set at $25.00 per acre.

Minimum assessments be set at $30.00.

The revised maintenance collection will be $630.00.


Garmon Jackson Regulated Tile. Currently the drain is assessed at a rate of $1.00 per acre with a $6.00 minimum.  This assessment creates an annual assessment of $ 48.00. 

The drain currently has a positive balance of $405.80.

I recommend the Board revise the maintenance assessments as follows:

Per acre rate for agricultural tracts be set at $8.00 per acre.

Per acre rate for commercial, institutional industrial tracts be set at $25.00 per acre.

Minimum assessments be set at $30.00.

The revised maintenance collection will be $400.00.


George Campbell Regulated Drain. Currently the drain is assessed at a rate of $1.00 per acre with a $6.00 minimum.  This assessment creates an annual assessment of $ 3256.00. 

The drain currently has a negative balance of $-31725.26.

I recommend the Board revise the maintenance assessments as follows:

Per acre rate for agricultural tracts be set at $4.00 per acre.

Per acre rate for commercial, institutional industrial tracts be set at $25.00 per acre.

Minimum assessments be set at $30.00.

The revised maintenance collection will be $ 13,726.44.


Jack Ellis  Regulated Tile. Currently the drain is assessed at a rate of $3.00 per acre with a $5.00 minimum.  This assessment creates an annual assessment of $ 108.00. 

The drain currently has a positive balance of $552.20.

I recommend the Board revise the maintenance assessments as follows:

Per acre rate for agricultural tracts be set at $8.00 per acre.

Per acre rate for commercial, institutional industrial tracts be set at $25.00 per acre.

Minimum assessments be set at $30.00.

The revised maintenance collection will be $291.20.


James Dobson Regulated Tile. Currently the drain is assessed at a rate of $1.00 per acre with a $6.00 minimum.  This assessment creates an annual assessment of $ 163.30. 

The drain currently has a positive balance of $787.93.

I recommend the Board revise the maintenance assessments as follows:

Per acre rate for agricultural tracts be set at $3.00 per acre.

Per acre rate for commercial, institutional industrial tracts be set at $25.00 per acre.

Minimum assessments be set at $30.00.

The revised maintenance collection will be $534.90.


Peter O Duncan Regulated Tile. Currently the drain is assessed at a rate of $1.00 per acre with a $6.00 minimum.  This assessment creates an annual assessment of $ 176.25. 

The drain currently has a positive balance of $815.72.

I recommend the Board revise the maintenance assessments as follows:

Per acre rate for agricultural tracts be set at $2.00 per acre.

Per acre rate for commercial, institutional industrial tracts be set at $25.00 per acre.

Minimum assessments be set at $30.00.

The revised maintenance collection will be $ 478.50.

Snowbarger Gaiser Regulated Tile. Currently the drain is assessed at a rate of $2.00 per acre with a $5.00 minimum.  This assessment creates an annual assessment of $ 1054.00. 

The drain currently has a negative balance of $-18,310.97.

I recommend the Board revise the maintenance assessments as follows:

Per acre rate for agricultural tracts be set at $8.00 per acre.

Per acre rate for commercial, institutional industrial tracts be set at $25.00 per acre.

Minimum assessments be set at $30.00.

The revised maintenance collection will be $ 4,257.44.


Wolverton Regulated Tile. Currently the drain is assessed at a rate of $1.00 per acre with a $6.00 minimum.  This assessment creates an annual assessment of $ 1080.00. 

The drain currently has a negative balance of $-6508.86.

I recommend the Board revise the maintenance assessments as follows:

Per acre rate for agricultural tracts be set at $4.00 per acre.

Per acre rate for commercial, institutional industrial tracts be set at $25.00 per acre.

Minimum assessments be set at $30.00.

The revised maintenance collection will be $ 4,981.84.


Joe VanBibber made the motion to accept the Tipton County Surveyor’s recommendation of the proposed maintenance increase hearing for November 30, 2015 on the Creagmile, FM Kelley, Frank Goodnight, Garmon Jackson, George Campbell, Jack Ellis, James Dobson, Peter O Duncan, Snowbarger Gaiser, and Wolverton regulated tiles. Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion.  Wyatt asked if there had been any discussion about commercial institution assessments being about three times more than agricultural land.  Jason said there had not.  Jason stated approximately 7 years ago he began following neighboring counties in order to delineate these differences.  Jason stated this assessed amount matches how the assessors office has a property labeled for assessment.  Wyatt says the amount of run off is not necessarily three times more for ag land versus commercial.  George mentioned a lot of industrial property is pavement.  With no further discussion, the motion passed. 
Jason stated he will research that there will be enough of a board to have a quorum for each hearing, based on board members property ownership. Wyatt asked about one of the above tiles still bringing in a small amount even after the increase.  He wonders if these should be vacated. He stated some of these tiles are primarily funded by 1 or 2 families.   
Board Business:  Jason presented a draft letter to the board concerning livestock running in open ditches.  Jason did talk with neighboring counties but they do not have any specific letter that they send out.  Jason did mention the current code for this issue and obstruction of drains & tiles is on the letter.
Jason also noted the bid bond was transferred to a performance bond for Davidson Excavating on the Davenport.  That work has begun. 

Next was discussion about the Findling property and the Wolverton ditch.  Jason presented a drawing and an estimate from Bergman.  Phil Beer, George, and Jason all met at the site.  There are some serious erosion issues in certain areas, and some potential for trees to fall.  The Findling’s do have 2 private crossing that they maintain and Jason does not want those compromised.  George Tebbe mentioned there should be a specific start and stop spot marked, but he does not see that on the bid.  JV asked about section 3 on the bid and if that work on the south side of 28 would benefit Mr. Stillbower; Jason stated it would, and other properties upstream. There is also some tile repair to do on the north side of 28.  George Tebbe next asked about how many feet of existing channel would be dipped and cleaned.  Jason relied on the quote from Bergman and the drawing to explain some more details. Wyatt verified that Jason asked for 3 quotes. Joe VanBibber asked why the county highway is involved with this project.  Jason explained there is some sharing between the county highway and this project, or similar projects, to help keep costs down. Sometimes there is work to be done by both entities.  He clarified that the county highway is not paying for the materials, only providing the trucking.  George Tebbe asked if there would be much dirt to haul, Jason said no. Joe VanBibber next asked for more understanding on why the county highway should provide gratis services.  Jason used some past projects for examples.  Joe is concerned the community will not see the justification when there are other county issues to be fixed that maybe are not done, but they are working on tile or ditch projects for us.  Jason says he does not pull assets from the county highway, but rather working and scheduling in conjunction with them for work in the same areas when needed.  George mentioned the possibility of a trucking charge to the drain fund for these situations. Wyatt then mentioned the riprap, reshaping bank, and re-routing the channel on the quote. Wyatt would a more detailed quote with specifics so there are no questions once the project starts.  He and George both think the quote is too vague and leaves the board open to work issues, a higher bill than expected, or a longer work period than expected.  Wyatt stated he is not a fan of riprap.  Jason noted he knows Wyatt was not at the site visit but gabbing baskets are very expensive and the work area is tight.  Jason said he will get a more detailed quote from Bergman. Wyatt knows help in the office is short-staffed and this is a big project, especially when combined with upcoming hearings.  Joe again stated the county highway doing work for the drainage board is risky. George says the fuel and labor from the county highway is not free.  Jason says a haul fee would be moving tax dollars from one fund to another. Wyatt Johnson made a motion to table this project until we have more details. Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion.  
Jason reported he has been mailing information to Shawn Flannery and to Commissioner Shuck for the issues on the north county line.  Jason was disappointed there were not more property owners show up to discuss the details.  Shawn asked about the possibility of another meeting time, Jason said that is fine.  Mr. Flannery is willing to help and wants to keep this ball rolling to get something done.  The group does have questions about this process, and the funding that goes along with it.  Jason will provide Scott Kimbrough’s phone number to Shawn to get some details on how they did their private project. Howard County will not do their work until there is a decision made about this project.
Jason received and estimate from Extreme Excavating for the change in scope on the Polywog  for $25,172.50, which is less than the original plan’s estimate.

George Tebbe asked about the Gasho / Shirley hearing.  Jason noted the next hearing is November 20, 2015.

Claims: Joe VanBibber moved to approve claims for $16,351.95. Gerald Shuck 2nd the motion.  With no further comments the motion passed.  
Public Comment:
Scott added comments about the county highway helping with contracted work for the drainage board by saying it was always prefaced by making sure the highway had the time or was working in the adjacent areas.

The next meeting is November 30, 2015.

Gerald Shuck made motion to adjourn the meeting.  Wyatt Johnson 2nd the motion.  With no further discussion, the meeting adjourned.

The above minutes were approved at regular meeting of the Tipton County Drainage Board.  The signatures were intentionally omitted to preserve privacy.  Signed copies are available in the Tipton County Surveyor’s Office, 

1st floor of the Tipton County Courthouse.
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